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IS ANOTHERWORD WATCHINGUS?Reportsaid flyingsaucers

So many peoplein U.S.A.were reportingflyingsaucers

and othersky objectsthat an official authority— called
ProjectSaucer— was set up. It was helpedby the F.B.I.

Its reportgrantedthat therewere
unidentifiedobjectsin

the skies,whichcouldbe
attributed

to no knownsource.

The reportadded,"The saucersare not a joke;neitherare
theya causefor alarm."It was a frankfacingup to the

mystery.

Then ProjectSaucer itself becamea mystery. But the U.S. armed

forcesno longersaid'that saucerswere "all
hallucination."

In
stead,theydeniedtheyhad a handin the strange craft.

When one month more—

in June— the discslookedin
againat the testing ground,

thoughagainit was a team
that saw it, and not the

navy commander,he felt
evenlessthanat the first
sighting that he could dis-

miss the evidencebrought
him.

The first upper-airmis
silehad beena job of the
army's.This one, sent up
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on thatJuneday,was a
navy job, the commander's,

own divisionof the forces.

And it -wasnot let disap-

pear beforetwo sky inspec-

tors arrived.No one saw
them arrive. The observers

simplyfoundthat a brace
of discs— or at leastplat

ters — had appearedalong
side. And what is more
strangestill,were now run
ning up alongsidethe
climbingmissile.

Perhapsthey were, the
smallestever seen. They

were thoughtto be less than
two feet across.Then one
dashedthroughthe wake of
the rocketand came out
besideits companionon the
other side.

STILL stranger,

now they were together,they
startedracing each other.
And they made such speed
that they left the rocket
behindthem,goingup and

away— the usualexit.

haveto restwiththe evi
denceof onlythisone team.

From nearlya dozenof
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the look-outposts, which
arc placed at distances

roundthe hugefield— miles

in length— to keep,posted
as to wherea straymissile

may fall— from one after

anothercame the telephone

reports— the twinshad
been viewedin their amaz-

ing — and tillthenunprece

dented— flight.

Meanwhile,what was
authoritative opinion doing
aboutall this?

We saw at the very,be-
ginningof the storythat
there were three factors
wound together,makingthe
fibresof this strangetale.
The firstwere the actual
experiencesof a number
of trainedmen, trainedin
accurate.observation of

aerial craft and sky-pheno--

mena.

Thissumof most

valuableopinionand find-
ings has grown.You can
rub off and brushawaythe
reportsof

good-hearted

and
honestlookers-on— who may
mistake a meterological-

balloonor a meteoras an
unknown,originalaircraft.
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But you can'tget rid of
the evidenceof men who
are trainedto observe,and
who hereare on theirown
ground.

Thesemen do not want
publicity-— quitethe reverse.

They,don'twant to see
thingsthat are odd They
are neithercredulousmor
fanciful.

But, besidesthe first-rate

reportersand the first-class

observers,there were others
— the men who wantto be
talked about, even though
they were ruiningthe sense
of reliabilityamong average
peoplewho tellthe truth.

Naturally the discs have
seemed an. opportunityto
such people.Their reports
have been dug into and
most of them have been

crumpled.

Buttheriskof
such creaturesdoes make
the work of findingbut
what actuallyhappens
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doublydifficult.And it
does go some

considerable

way to explainwhy respon

sible persons(and especi-

allythosewho haveto carry

most responsibility, the
officials,of the defence
forcesand of the Govern

ment) have "leant over
backwards"to keep the
story from gettingprema-
ture approval,and have ex-
posedthe evidence,again
and again,to

examination,

in the naturalhopethatit
might,in the end,all be
fittedinto knownor likely

types of experience.

For thatis the third
threadof our story— the
officialstory,what the
authorities'

said about the
saucers.

And thisstoryby itselfis
one as complexas any psy
chologicalnovelever writ
ten.

Yet we shouldn'tbe sur
prisedat that.AS was said
at the start,this isn'tan
easy subject.

THEfirstreaction
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ties in the North-west-

cornerof the States,where

the discsproblemfirstbe
came of nation-widecon-
cern,was to say thatthe
evidencewas far too poorto
pei'mit. anythingbut the
.

conclusion
that thesestories

were inconclusive.

That was fair enough.

But, as the reportsgrew,

two thingsdid grow clearer,

if not more
comprehensible

First,they couldn'tbe dis
missed;they must be
quizzedand siftedand
criticised.

The secondalso calledfor
a littlemore openness.If
theywouldstandup to ex-
aminationat all, then they

would perhapsprove them
selvesnot to be the most
pressingof perils.

Perhaps,if the proofs
held up, they couldcarry
the whole question— odd as
that mightseem—rightout
side presentpoliticalcon
troversiesand inter
national tensions.

On the lp.stday but one
of. the YearOne of the
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Discs December30, 1947,
the decisionwas readyto be
launched.Project Saucer
was to be set up.

THEREwastobea
central authority,equipped
with experts— astrophysi-

cists, electronicexperts,
meteorologists.Radar, as
well as the telescope,were
to be at the

service
of these

judgesand searchers.

Even that wonderfully

efficientinstrumentfor dis
covery,the FederalBureau
of

Investigation—

an invalu-

able servicefor disclosing

hoaxers— was askedto aid

the project.

The first summaries that

were issuedwere clearand
hopeful.The greaterpart
of the reportshad been

satisfactorilydisposedof.
But it was ownedthat a
residium,a core of hard
fact, seemedleft.

It was allowed— a con-

clusionwith which every
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sensibleprivatepersonmust
agree— thatas therewere
unidentified air objects
wanderingabout which
couldbe at presentattri-

buted to no known source

why then "constantvigi-
lance"is. needed,not only
by thoseon the

project,

but
by the public.

Please report anything

youseeas soonas youdo to
the authorities.

The reportendedwith a
friendlynote. "The, saucers

are not a joke. Neither are
they causefor alarmfor the
population."

HERE is a frank

facingup to an exciting

mystery.

Then the projectitself
became a mystery.
Throughout, the air force
had saidthatto the best
of its knowledgethere were
no such thingsas discs,

and it gavein March,1950,

a definitedenialthat the
air forceitselfwas engaged

on any workthatcouldbe
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takenfor the kindof thing

that appearedin the news
paper descriptions

Nothingwas being made
for secretmissilesor space

shipsthatcouldat all re
semblediscs.Yet the re

portswent on.

Finally,a well-known

columnist and commenta
tor.HenryJ. Taylor— ad-
dressinga large audience

in Los Angeles,declared
categorically

that, in spite
of the officialdenials,the
saucersare real and are
U.S.A. secret weapons.

He said:"If you found
a flyingsaucer— and the
chancesare slight,because
most of them are made of
material which disintegrates

in the air and disappears

aftera time— you would

find stencilledon it in
black letters:
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"Military secretof the

United States of America

Air Forces(and a num

ber). Anyone damaging

or revealingdescription

or whereabouts of this

missileis subjectto pro
secutionby the U.S. Gov

ernment.Call collect at

once. (Then a telephone

number and the address

of a U.S Air Base.)

Non-explosive."

WHATwastheof
ficialreply,to that?
The navy,the air force,

and the army explicity de
nied Taylor's statements.

They deniedalso similar
statementsmade by another
writer,David Lawrence(of
U.S. News and World Re
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port).

To answer Lawrence,in
quirieswere sent down to
Key West,wherethe Presi
dent of the U.S. was then
staying.

Not only had the Presi-

dent's Press Secretary,
Charles Ross, to make a
statement,but the Presi
dent'sair force aide also
made statementson the
President's authority.

GeneralLandry(the air
force aide) and Ross said
exactlythe same thing—
there was nothing in these
reports.The forces were
making experimentsof no
such sort.

Note, that the armed
forces and the Department

of Defence are no longer
sayingthat it's "all hal-
lucination." What they are
stickingto doggedlyis that
they themselveshave no
hand in thesecraft.

FLYING,"a first-

rate technicalmonthly,fol-
lowedthis with a full
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articleon the subjectof
flyingsaucers,and in Sep
temberpublisheda long
letter written by :. Captain

Sperryon his May 29 en-,
counter.

Sperry.wrote:"In com-
paring"the speedof this
objectwith jet aircraft

which I have observed

many timesat closerange
I say withoutdoubtthe
object'sspeed, was far be-
yondthe limits,of any air
craft speedsthat we know.

In comparison,the speed
was fantastic."
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GERALD

HEARD
Commentingon this let

ter the editorsof "Flying"

said that they in their
opinionand "in the opinion

of top-notchWashington

military correspondentswith
whom we have discussed

the subjectin detail,no

public commentator has
satisfactorilyexplainedthe
saucersor been able to pre-

sent satisfactory proof of
his theories.Flyingwel-
comes detailedreportsfrom,
its readers."

ON MONDAY

Flyingsaucersseen near

the SouthPole,


